MARIUS

secured the complicity of L. C. Cinna, marched with the
forces he had rallied round him against the ungrateful
city, which he attacked and took by storm.

At last the hour of vengeance for the demagogue
dictator had sounded! The carnage was beyond descrip-
tion. For five successive days the slaughter went on.
Patricians, senators, magistrates who could not, or would
not, escape, were ruthlessly put to the sword, together
with their wives and children. The streets ran with
blood, what time the aged Marius was telling over with
ghastly glee the severed heads of the senators and order-
ing them to be piled up on the tribune.

The aristocracy being thus completely crushed, Marius
convoked an assembly of the people and, for the seventh
time, was elected Consul.

His first act was to outlaw Sulla, and he was preparing
to proceed to Asia to wrest from him the command of
the army, when he fell sick and died, leaving the govern-
ment in the hands of his son and the Consul Cinna, the
same that had aided and abetted him in gratifying his
lust for vengeance.
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